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LETTER 


10 THE 


FARMERS, Cc. 


GENTLEMEN, 


SOT HING, it 1s well known, 
$7xi4 ſo ſtrongly alarms the Breatt of 
| $3} an ENGLISHMAN as the Ap- 
* e. prehenfion of being deprived 
of his LIBERTY ; that Lan Which 
Was purchaſed at no lels a price than the 


blood of his anceſtors, and which is the 


admiration and envy of many other na- 


tions. 


This 


& 2 A LFTTER TO THE 


This iſland | is acknowledged by all fo- 


reigners to be a kingdom happy in its go- 
vernment, conſtitution and privileges : : 


but at the ſame time they univerſally a- 


gree, that no Peopie belides ourſelves un- 
der the tun, would ſeemingly ſet ſo little 
a value upon them, or trifle away ſo 
fooliſhly jewels of all others the moſt in- 
eſtimable. That the obſervation, alas, 
is too true, our own reaſon and fad expe - 
rience muſt certainly convince us ; for 
without thought we often give up our 
independence, even where there is no 
proſpect of advantage, nay often to bring 
down upon us a ſeries of cajamities : This 
will clearly appear to you to be the caſe, 
when you recollect that the almoſt inſup- 


portable burthens we labour under, are 


only chargable upon our own folly, and 
that we may juſtly be ſaid to be the au- 
thors of our own miſeries. For are there 
not always men to repreſent us in parlia- 
ment? Is not the power, the ſole power 
of chuſing them veſted in ourſelves ? Is 


not the choice of the council of the na- 


tion left entirely with the ſubje&? If 

we grant theſe things, and which never 
can be denied, who can we reaſonably 
blame but ourſelves for any miſcarriages, 


when we tacitly countenance them ? 
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FRFEHOLDERS or ESSEX. 7 
By the happy conſtitution of our ſtate, 
every ſubject of GREAT BRITAIN, of 


whatever rank or degree, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, is repreſen ted in parliament ; 


and conſequently every Tax, however 


difagreeable, is impoſed upon us by our 


Repreſentatives. By this you ſee, that 


the choice of ſuch is not, (as may ap- 
pear at firſt view) of ſo little moment; 
but is that on which is founded our miſe- 


ry, or happineſs ; a happineſs which we 
can only expect to enjoy from their Gra- 


titude, Fidelity and Abilities, The want 
of either of cheſs neceſlary Qualifications, 


renders any man unfit to repreſenta free- 


born people. If they are void of GRa- 
TITUDE, no ſooner have they obtained 


their defire, than they will trample in- 


diſcriminately on their beſt friends for 


former ſervices, and look down with 
contempt on thoſe who exalted them, 


If ſtrangers to FIDELITY, they will on- 
ly make uſe of that power entraſted in 


them to anſwer their own ſiniſter views, 
and barter, for a place, penſion, or 71, 


the Liberties of their Country : Deaf to 
every entreaty of their Conſtituents, they 


will deſpiſe their inſtructions, laugh at 
their complaints: And laſtly, if dcititute 


of 


6 fo LETTER To TEE 


ALI IEs requiſite to know tho- 
romhly the internal ſtate of the conſti- 


tuition of their own Country, (which is 


too trequently the Caſe) ſuch would only 
be as * ſpcechlet s {tatues in the grand al- 
fenibiy ; and by their inexpertneſs, heap 
fresh ſufferings on the Community in 
general, and bring derifion on their con- 
ftituents in particular, 


| cannot but likewiſe obſerve here, 


that in my humble opinion, no perſons 


ſhould repreſent any ſet of people, where 
Pucrility, or Youth, indicate them unfit 


for public tervice. For in contradiction 
to many unthinking perſons, who ima- 


A Gentle: an of be rank, who is a ſtranger to 


this part of the kingdom, 1 believe, among many other 


queſtions was aſking vis friænd (who reſides within twen- 
ty miles of Che/m: fora, ! whether he imagined there would 
be a conteſt, for ——— ? Whether he thought the 
nominated Gentlemen wouid carry their point? And 
What kind of en they were. — To the laſt of theſe his 
friend jocoſely replied: “ If you mean what figure they 
cut in p- t, they have eyes, yet fee not; mouths have 


they and ſpeak not; and there is not one that bas dews | 2 


good, xo not ONE. — 7 he author by this would not be 
underſtood to caſt Reflections on any Gentlemen; hg only 
av ing himſelf of this little new anecdote to ſaisfy the 


dubious there is another man in the world of the ſame 
opinion with himſelf. : 


885 gine 


FREEHOLDERS or ESSEX. 9 
gine they do neither good or harm, I 
will take upon me to ſay, they do the 
-2 greateſt Injury, by filling up thoſe ſeats 
Nn the houle with Cyphers, which other- 
= wiſe might be graced with men, whois 
age, and greater knowledge of the world, 
maſt be ſuppoſed to render tkem more 
able to * provide for the Welfare of the 
Nation. 5 
Il could ardently with, that our young 
members (if ſuch we muſt have) would 
= confider how incumbent it is upon them 
regularly to attend the ſervice of Parlia- 
ment, and not abſent themſelves, upon 
the moſt trivial occaſions, when their 
Aſſent is required for the public Good; 
much leſs, when matters of the greateſt 
Importance to the County they reprefent, 
gare brought upon the Carpet. The leaft 
any one can do, however, after ſuch negli- 
gent behaviour, is to acknowledge to his 


2 


| * Two Gentlemen were diſputing the other day in a 
public Coff e Room, whether it was prudent to admit 

young Gentlemen into the houſe as members: One, to 
15 prove the propriety of it, remarked, that the Romans, 
(ho no doubt he thought we fhould imitate in every 
thing) admitted their young men into the ſenate in order 
that they might learn to fave their country. Ves, re- 
plied the other, and fo upon recolleQion | find they did 
once their Gee/, in order to defend their Capitol. 
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it is a Service, „ which he has been 
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10 A LETTER TO THE 
Conſtituents, with acelebrated author, lit 


© more deficient in hitherto, than he 
© can either anſwer to his Conſtituents, 
c 


or to his own Conſcience; for tho: he 
© is but One, yet if any good Motion 
© ſhould be loſt by one, every abſent 
Member, who is independent, has it 


* to reproach himſelf with the Conſe- 


* quences that may follow on the Loſs of 
© that Good which might otherwiſe re- 


I 5 


* 
0 
dound to the Commonwealth. And 
© beſides, ſuch Excuſes as be could E 
make, every one might plead; and b 


then publick Affairs might as well be i 
left to the Adminiſtration, and no Par- 1 


8 ' 
* 2 P 


£ liament be choſen. 

| „ chat 
every abſent Member, in ſuch cat 
indirectly abets the Miniſter, be he 
20% he will, in all his Deſigns, be ey 
what they will; and is even leſs excu- 


who, for a tranſitory Benefit to his | 
private Family, takes a Penfion or Re- 
ward for bis Vote; fince the only Differ- 
ence is, that the one paſſively ruins his : 


| n Richard, 1 lp 
; Country 


ſable to his Country, than the Man, 1 


4 


1 
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FREEHOLDERS or ESSEX, 11 
Country by Neglect and Indolence, 
which can do nobody Good, and the 
other more actively for a Bribe; which 
Practice, tho' ruinous in the End to 
the whole Publick, in which his own 
Private is included, yet ſerves to an- 
ſwer ſome preſent Turn or Benefit to 
himſelf or Family.” EL 
The fafety then and good of a ſtate, 
conſiſt in a well-choſen council; and that 


* 
0 
4 


only can be ſaid to be fo, where the men 
that compoſe it, are qualified to tranſact 


thoſe affairs that come before them. 
Otherwiſe, they give, perhaps, an aſſent 
to they know not what, too often at the 
heavy expence of their deplorable coun- 
try. The welfare of this county depend- 
ing greatly on your choice, how careful 


_ ought you to be, to provide, if poſſible, 


ſuch as will attend to your grievances, 
watch over your liberties and properties, 
and relieve you from every oppreſſion, 


1 that may be laid upon you by any darling, 


or favourite. Would it not be acting 


wiſely to look before you take a leap, 


which, without ſome precaution, may 
involve you and your poſterity in num- 
berleſs troubles? For of what immenſe 


concern is that truſt repoſed in THEM, 


B 2 to 


13 A LETTER ro Tur 
to whoſe care is committed your every 
thing that is dear as BRITONS, every 


thing that is valuable as MEN; on whoſe 
honor and integrity ale ſuſpended your 


peace and prof perity. 


Is it not the duty of thoſe who repreſent 
you, to watch over you with the tender- 


eſt aſſiduity, to relieve your real diſtreſſes, 


obtain redreſs for any notorious grievances. 
you are oppreſſed with, and to make 
you as much as is in their power a flou- 


riſhing, happy people? Is it not theirs 


to dive into the cauſes of your diſtreſſes, 
whether ariſing from ſcarcity of proviſiens, 
impoſition of burthenſome taxes, or ſtag- 


nation of commerce and trade? 
theirs, to give a 70 


fully to endeavour to ſatisfy them in every 


particular? Such is their Duty; and ſuch 
a conduct, no doubt, would be produc- 
tive of very happy conſequences to the 


the Mechanic 


Farmer, the Tradeſman, 


and the Peaſant. Nay all, high and low, | 
muſt ſhare in the common bleſſings that | 
Your eyes might no 
longer be tortured with the fight of ſo 


would attend it. 


meny unhappy objects at your doors, deſ- 


titute of bread, and every other con- 


venience 


Is it not 
oſt attentive ear to the * 
inſtructions of their conſtituents, and chear- 


Y #4. %* 


n 


FREEHOLDERS or ESSEX. 13 
venience of life---Your ears might not ſo 
often catch the lamentable cries of ten- 


der infants, in the arms of a tainting mo- 
ther, petitioning nouriſhment in vain. 


The induſtrious huſbandman would un- 

dergo the toils of the day without a 
Z murmur, pleaſed with the reflection, 
that he could procure a handfull for his 
> craving offspring, and have the inex- 
preſſible pleaſure of ſeeing them enjoy it 
with quietneſs. Such a conduct, one may 
conceive, would be inſtrumental i in alle- 
viating the weight of many taxes, which 


now lie heavy, much too heavy, on the 


middle and inferior ſort of mankind. Vour 
agriculture then would not be retarded 


by new and grievous Road acts, nor hin- 
dered from being extended, thro' want 


of having a ſufficient number of horſes 
allowed for that purpoſe : Your trade, 
which has received many ſtabs, might 


flouriſh in its uſual pride: No mechanics 


could then dare riotouſly to aſſemble in 
your ſtreets; your manufacturies would 
increaſe, your people be content. Should 
not then every Repreſentative exert him- 
ſelf on theſe occaſions, when he may do 
it with the greateſt ſafety and honour to 
8 No Bajzile as in France opens 
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its tremendous gates to receive them, if 
they ſtand up for the rights of the ſubject. 
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=--No hair-ſuſpended rock hangs over 


their heads, threatning them with deſtruc- 

tion if they endeavour to mitigate their 
ſufferings. The parliament of FRANCE 
indeed, are forced to ſmother the ſtrong 


ſpirit of Liberty, with which their boſoms 
are inflamed, for fear of awaking the re- 
ſentment of a tyranniſing monarch, 


vhoſe frown is deſtruction. But with us, 
how reverſe! how widely different is 
the caſe! Our Sovereign has given an 
example rarely to be found in any other 
nation; he has ſhewn a deſire of cheriſhing 
the ſpirit of freedom and independence; 
a fatherly diſpoſition to protect and oblige, 


to redreſs the injuries, and promote the 
intereſt and happineſs of his ſubjects. Al- 


moſt every late royal ſpeech from the 
throne recommends to thoſe in power, 
a due Conſideration of the diſtreſſes and 
inconveniencies of the people, in order 
to find out proper means for their ſpeedy | 
removal. How gloriouſly would thoſe 
men . ſignalized themſelves in follow- 
ing his fatherly directions? your warmeſt 
thanks would have been due to them; your 


acknowled gments could not have been too 
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FREEHOLDERS or FSSEX. 79 
public. Some Counties have returned 
thanks to their members for their public 


ſpirited behaviour : But you will pardon 
me, if I obferve, that I cannot recolle& 


ever to have ſeen any thing of that kind 


from you : and without flatter y, 1 never 


thought, nor will I now think this county 


guilty of ingratitude; but imagine they 


would give merit to whom merit was 
due, honor to whom honor. What an 


additional credit would it have been to 


the COUNTY OF ESSEX, what a de- 


monſtration to the world of he iſdom 


of your choice in your repreſentatives, 


had you unanimouſly addreſſed each of 
them in ſuch terms as the city of #xcter 
did the preſent great and worthy Chan- 
cellor, when Chief Juſtice of the Com- 
mon Pleas. 


. as an expreſſion of their 8 


© yeneration for his conſummate abilities, 
_ © as a teſtimony of that gratitude, which 
© he had merited at the hands of cer 
< Engliſhman, by the unſhaken courage 
and inflexible integrity, which he hath 
* fo ſignally diſplayed; and in maintain» 


4 ing, and vindicating, the private li- 
b berty and property of the ſubject, 


* which makes ſo eſſential a uy of the 


cc © legal, 


35 A LETTER TO THE 


7. 3 4 and conſtitutional rights, of 


\ 


* this free people.” 
 But---inſtead of feeing any thing fimi- 


lar to the above, I was very much ſur- 


prized to read the * repreſentation of the 


GRAND JURY, at the aſſizes holden at 
Obeim ford, March, 1767: which I will 
not quote here out of tenderneſs to 


ſome. 


I muſt confeſs myſelf diſappointed a 4 
your not addrefling them. Perhaps you 
have not entirely got over the LAND- 
TA affair; ſome trivial circumſtances 
relative to that, might ſtill ruffle you, 
But, for hcaven's ſake, GENTLEMEN, 
once more aſſume that humbleneſs--- 
that meekneſs of diſpoſition, for which 
you were always remarkable, and if you 


will not yourſelves——deign to let me 
put a favourable conſtruction on that 
matter. One of them, let me flatter 


you, voted perhaps againſt the reduction 


of one poor paltry ſhilling in the pound, 


in order to obtain, if poſſible, a greater 


of tuo. If fo, ESSEX! how bleſt art 


thou in a patriot ! hy he other Ow can 


* See a Nr (lately publichedd, by L. Haſſall) ad - 


: dreſſed to the F recholders of the County of . wherein | 


it is inlerted. 
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* FREEHOLDERS or ESSEX, ty 
4 tell) knowing what was to be brought 


on the tapis, might ſtay at home, thro? 5 
vexation, becauſe it was not in his power 
to procure a ſtill greater of bree. For 


= I cannot bear to think any men ſo loſt 


to every ſenſe of honour, as to refuſe 
= giving eaſe to their conſtituents, when an 
opportunity offers, and that only at the 
expence of one poor monoſyllable. Taxes 


if fo, will follow taxes, till that glorious 
light we enjoy from heaven, can only be 
= purchaſed for the manſions of the Nobi- 
lity and heads of the land, and the re- 
mainder of the human ſpecies, if we may 
2 retain the appellation, muſt retire, brate 
2 like, to our gloomy, unenlightened dens. 
he gifts of nature, which our forefathers 
= uſed to enjoy free from taxation, will be 
placed far out of our reach, by thoſe that 


2X thould help us to them; till a total de- 


privation of every convenience and c com- 
fort of this life enfue, 

It muſt be a ſecret pleaſure for any one 
to recolle& with what chearfulneſs and 
alacrity the ſons of GREAT BRITAIN 
yielded to the heavieſt taxes during the 
late glorious and ſucceſsful war. When 
that was ended, they expected, and in- 
ved with A, rent reaſon, they ſhould be 
53 C eaſed, 
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eaſed, but---in vain! No difference | 

made between the times of war and thoſ 
of peace. The latter we have been fo 
happy to enjoy many years; and ſurely 
ſome expedient might have been found 


out, ere now, to eaſe thoſe ſhoulders 


which fo long have ſupported the weight. 


But, upon recollection, what more can be 
| expected, than that you ſtill continue 


groaning under yonr misfortunes,” when 


every propoſal for helping you, is openly 


_ oppoſed by thoſe who one could expect 


to find your advocates and ſupporters ? 


When they make no ſcruple, peremp- 


torily to declare, they are by no means 
anſwerable to their conſtituents, for any 


part of their conduct. Scarce any hiſtory, 
1 may venture to aſſert, can afford fo glar- 
ing an inſtance—an inſtance in any degree 
equal to this. The ſenators of old were 
indefatigable for the general good; in 


| conſequence of which, thoſe under them 1 


Were free and happy. Well might the peo» 
ple be ſaid to enjoy Liberty; for they were 
conſcious to themſelves they had deputed 
thoſe to repreſent them, in whom they 


could confide for the Preſervation of their 


Rights. With their Senators, Patriotiſm 
was not a mere name: they ſtrove to out- 
| vie 
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8 FREEHOLDERS or ESSEX, 19 
vie each other in the diſcharge of their 
= duty, and thoſe eſteemed themſelves mos 
2 happy, who could do moſt for the good 
= of their country, It was ſufficient to hint 
to them of any grievance, and no time 
= was loſt in ſtriving for it's ſpeedy redreſs: 
It was only to intimate what they ima- 
gined would be beneficial to the ſtate, and 
no room was left for a doubt, but that it 
1 would be put into execution. They went 
hand in hand to ſupport the public wel- 
fare; the conſequences therefore are eaſily 
to be conceived. No turbulence of ſedi- 
tion appeared among their people. And 
why ? becauſe no encroachment was made 
upon their freedom, either thro' oppreſſion 
or negle, Happy ſhould I be, could I 
with juſtice ſay as much for the comfort 
of this populous and extenſive COUNTY. 
It would give every one of it's friends a, 
pleaſing ſatisfaction. Inſtead of repeated 
murmurings and repinipgs, joy would ap- 
pear in every aſpect, and all your meetings 
be one univerſal harmony. But—— _ 
| What is paſt is certainly out of your 
power to recal. However, Gentlemen, 
a criſis is coming, of which I. moſt ſin- 
cerely congratulate you, when it will be 
once more (and perhaps never but once) 
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29. A LETTER: 56 Tay A 
in your own power, to embrace SER. 
VILITY or INDEPENDENCY ; and as 
you will have the choice, blame no one 
hereafter but yourſelves for an abuſe of it. 
If you think you are not properly re- 
preſented, it is your undoubted right, 
nay duty, to call upon thoſe that repreſent IX 


. 
ea : 1 A ; * 
F 


you, for an account of their proceedings. B 
You. muſt be deſpiſed for your tame- 


neſs if you can bear a reſuſal thereof, 
without ſhewing a proper ſpirit of reſent- 
ment ; and deſerve to be fever loaded 
with inſults and treacheries unpitied. 


8 


What man is there among you, that would 1 
ſuffer a ſteward or looker, to abuſe or 


neglect the truſt repoſed in him, without 2 
cal:ing him to a ſtri& account for ſuch be- 


haviour? Would you not think yourſelyes 1 
highly to blame to let him continue your 


ſervant, when in your own power to pre- 


vent it, treſpaſſing on your indulgence 


and confidence, and that even without a | 
probability of amendment? Is it not re- 
gꝗuired of a ſervant, that he be faithful and 
Juſt, rendering a proper account to his 
| maſter of thoſe affairs that concern him? 
As is the ſteward or looker, ſo in every 4 


reſpect is the Repreſentative, with only 


this difference ; ; that the latter has thei 
charge 
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: charge of the properties of many, the for- 
mer, perhaps, but that of ene. I can 
ſee no 7 pe eaten then, that your voices 


be ſtiffed, if you find that truſt broke 


thro', which you have repoſed in them. 
Why ſhould you not openly demand an 
explanation of their conduct, if it only ap- 


pears myſterious, without having your 


juſt murmurs interpreted as the clamor of 


ſedition, or your groans as the beginning 
of faction No man can be aſhamed to 


give an account of his ſtewardſhip; if he 


is conſcious to himſelf he has been a juſt 


and faithful ſteward, INTEG#® ITY will 
always bear the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and ne- 
ver bluſh at the approach of light. 


There is no one among you, I am ſen- 
fible, but would make a proper aeknow- 
ledgement to your members for their good 
ſervices, (if any you have received) and a 


. Tequital for ſuch, by continuing them in 

their ſtation. This is no more than gra- 
titude requires at your hands, and what a 

_ generous diſpoſition will not refuſe to com 


ply with. . 
It is therefore incumbent upon you, 


Gentlemen, to weigh both of them kr 
out the leaſt diſtinction, in the ballances 


of 3 By ſo doing, you will 


perceive 


26 A LETTER ro rar 
perceive yourſelves, whether or no they 


are wanting in that duty they owe to you; 
and accordingly be better able to frame 
your conduct relative thereto. Proceed 


with that reſolution the juſtneſs of your 
caute ſhould inſpire you with, and con- 
demn or approve as JUSTICE directs 


you. If you really find, upon your own 
examination, a deficiency i in them, heſi- 
tate not one moment to diſpoſſeſs them of 
that power you have unfortunately given 
them to wound yourſelves with, and chuſe 
others that will not be fo ungrateful as to 


uſe it to your prejudice. 


The intimation will be totally unneceſ- 


fary, I am well aſſured, that if they 


ſhould be found perfectly upright and juſt, 
vou can do no otherwiſe than re-ele& _ 
them for your own honor and credit. 
Should neceflity compel you to provide 
others for the Guardians of your County, 
give me leave to recommend to you, to 
. let BRIBERY, by no means, cauſe you to 
exchange the good of the public for the 


emolument of an individual. 


Let MERIT be the only object of your 


regard. Let nothing allure you to ſmother 
that LIBERTY already glowing in your 


A Nor let any thing wrongly e direct 


you 
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you in a choice on which depends your 
future good. Then may we hope to ſee 
fuch men at the head of ESSEX, 
' whoſe ſpirit and ambition will prompt 
them to every thing that is praiſe-worthy. 
By ſuch, factions and divifions will be diſ- 
pell'd, as miſts before the riſing ſun. Cla- 
mours and confuſions will no more diſturb 
the COUNTY, butan harmonious unani- 
mity incircle it e 
With views like theſe, it is hoped, vou 
meet. For theſe ends, it is hoped, you 
will ſtrenuouſly exert yourſelves. And 
that your endeayours may be crowned 
with ample ſucceſs, is the fincere deſire 
of him, who begs to be thought, 5 


GN TLBMEx, 
Your very humble ſervant, 


Jan. 5, 1766. 22 
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